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Show of strength
These institutions lead in natural-sciences research in journals tracked by the Index.  
Data analysis by Catherine Cheung. Infographic by Tanner Maxwell.

The University 
of Science and 
Technology of China 
(USTC) and CAS are 
the only institutions 
to place in both the 
top 10 overall and 
top 25 rising stars.

The French National Centre 
for Scientific Research has 
the second-tightest range 
of ranks by subject, after 
CAS (see above), with three 
subjects ranked third.

S40  |  Nature  |  Vol 580  |  30 April 2020

Annual tables

index

©
 
2020

 
Springer

 
Nature

 
Limited.

 
All

 
rights

 
reserved. ©

 
2020

 
Springer

 
Nature

 
Limited.

 
All

 
rights

 
reserved.



Chinese Academy 
of Sciences

1,618.07

884.73

745.05

793.68

636.08

567.75

540.36

261.69

438.36

369.66

1,805.22

925.15

764.83

723.45

646.44

560.07

485.75

455.82

453.65

437.62

Harvard University

Max Planck Society

French National Centre 
for Scientific Research

Stanford University

Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology

Helmholtz Association of 
German Research Centres

University of Science and 
Technology of China

University of Oxford

Peking University

Top 15 by subject Share 2019Overall Share 
2019

Overall Share 
2015

16–30 31–45 46+

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Show of strength
These institutions lead in natural-sciences research in journals tracked by the Index.  
Data analysis by Catherine Cheung. Infographic by Tanner Maxwell.

HOW TO READ THIS GRAPH
The top 10 global institutions in the Nature 
Index 2020 Annual Tables are listed here 
with circles representing each institution’s 
overall Share in 2019. Overall Share in 2015 is 
shown for comparison. Each circle is coloured 
according to year or subject, and each 
circle’s area is sized proportionally to Share. 
Subject circles are charted across both pages 
according to each institution’s rank.

With almost double the Share of Harvard, 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) 
dominates, accounting for 2.8% of the 
total Share of the Nature Index.

High performance in the physical sciences 
may be a mark of a leading institution: 8 
out of the 10 leading institutions overall 
are also ranked in the top 10 for physical 
sciences. The University of Oxford is an 
exception, ranked 19th in the subject.

The University of Oxford jumps three 
ranks to replace the University of 
Cambridge (now ranked 14th) as the 
UK’s only representative in the top 10. 
In the 2019 Annual Tables, Cambridge 
placed 9th and Oxford 12th.

USTC is the only institution 
in the top 10 with a subject 
ranking outside the top 45.

Harvard is the world’s leading 
institution in the life sciences. Its 
strength in the subject underpins its 
high ranking overall. The university 
has one of the largest ranges in 
subject ranks, from 1st (life sciences) 
to 33rd (chemistry).

Physical sciences

Life sciences

Earth and environmental sciences

Chemistry

Overall Share 2019

Overall Share 2015
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